Mercury Rising: Capriati/Raymond Sparkle at Bank of the West

The Bank of West finally got the match it’s been looking for last night.  In a classic battle of the all-court player Lisa Raymond versus Jennifer Capriati, one of the game’s top baseliner’s, Capriati prevailed in see-saw three set struggle, 6-1, 6-7 (5-7), and 6-4.
The match began as a Capriati walk-over. Capriati, seemingly have regained a fitness and quickness level that brought her a number one ranking two years ago, dominated the first set.  Capriati’s ability to take the ball early on the serve and during baseline rallies robbed Raymond of time and kept Raymond from coming to the net.  While Raymond has a wonderful array of topspin and slice groundstrokes on either side, she was simply no match for Capriati from the baseline.
Having lost the first set 6-1, Raymond realized her strategy of waiting for an opening to come to net wasn’t going to cut it this night.  Raymond started to serve and volley opening up the second set, and immediately her confidence shot up as she put away a few solid volleys off Capriati passing shots.  The crowd, which was beginning to grumble about a walk-over, came to life.  
With Federer’s triumph at Wimbledon, the men’s game once again has a champion all-court player.  There is no equivalent on the women’s tour.  But for the last two sets of last night’s battle in Palo Alto, Lisa Raymond reminded everyone what an all-court player can do to an opponent—even one as superb as Capriati.  Serve-and-volley, beautiful sweeping slice shots that she comes to net after, solid overheads, drop shots, Raymond threw it all at Capriati, taking the second set.  Capriati didn’t concede anything, including set point.  Capriati vehemently disputed the line call that ended the second set and received a code violation from the chair umpire.
Raymond continued her all-court attack, taking a 3-1 lead in the final set.  But Capriati fought back, taking advantage of few weak service games and steadying her own baseline game.  Raymond was unable to pressure Capriati at net as consistently as she had in the second set and the opening of the third, and Capriati broke Raymond in the final game to win the set 6-4.  
When Serena Williams pulled out of the Bank of the West tournament, the undercurrent of disappointed and concern for the tournament’s success immediately seeped into the media coverage.  But a few more matches like the Raymond/Capriati battle, and the Bank of the West promoters could be saying “Serena Who?” by Sunday’s final and really mean it.
Clijsters Tops Schiavone to Move Into Semifinals
After losing a close first set to hard-hitting Francesca Schiavone 4-6, Clijsters showed why she is ranked second in the world and proceeded to steamroll a tiring Schiavone 6-0, 6-1.

