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Court Tennis Serving

Not strictly a lawn tennis photo, but an image of “real tennis” or what we call court tennis now days. My attraction to this photo was its contrast with the sport’s moniker “sport of kings,” (looks more like a sport for Duff beer drinkers), and the trouble trying to figure out where the model is trying to hit the ball.

Doherty Forehand 
This striking modern, wrap-around forehand is a photo of H.L. Doherty, who won Wimbledon five straight years, 1902-06, from Modern Lawn Tennis Players, by P.A. Vaile in 1907.
Finish of Straight Drive

One of a number of odd images that illustrate How to Play Tennis by James Burns, 1915.

Burns Overhead
 “The Start of a Smash” – my single favorite plate from How to Play Tennis by James Burns, 1915.
Vaile FH Finish
In his book-length indictment of Vaile, Payne calls this pose “heroic.” Vaile does better when he uses images of champions, rather than his imaginings.

Vaile Low Backhand Volley with Lift
Although it is unclear how Vaile will impart topspin (“lift”) on this particular volley, he can’t be criticized for not “getting down to the ball.” 

Payne BH Volley “Not Guaranteed”

One of many examples of Payne making light of the work of P.A. Vaile.

Knee Slam
Every great coaches can be wrong: Mercer Beasley’s stroke of the future—the overhead groundstroke from kneeling position.

Payne Emergency
One of the joys of visiting old texts is the appearance of shots that have been forgotten—here Payne shows how to hit the 1910 version of the between-the-legs retrieval. 

Paret Clothes
J. Parmly Paret demonstrates the proper clothes, as well as the “end of a hard backhand stroke” for the novice player in his Lawn Tennis for Beginners, first published in 1916.
Paret Chop
One of the lost basics: the chop-stroke, as demonstrated by J. Parmly Paret in his Lawn Tennis for Beginners, first published in 1916.
Perry Forehand
Fred Perry’s fanciful reconstruction of his forehand stroke, as published in his 1937 Perry on Tennis. 
McGloughlin Serve
Maurice McGloughlin, the California Comet, who heralded in the “big game” in the midst of his thoroughly modern serve from his McGlouglin on Tennis, 1915.
